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ANNUAL  REPORT  FOR  1947. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Flaxton  Rural  District  Council. 
Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

The  last  Report  which  was  submitted  to  you  was  the  first 
Report  with  which  I have  been  associated.  I had  only  held  the 
appointment  as  your  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  a part  of  that 
year  and  my  knowledge  of  the  working  of  the  Council  was,  in 
consequence,  somewhat  limited.  During  the  year  now  under 
review,  1947,  I have  become  better  acquainted  with  the  Council 
and  its  activities  and  I have  noted  the  interest  and  enthusiasm 
with  which  the  members  attack  the  many  problems  which  confront 
them  from  time  to  time. 

The  year  under  review  is  one  in  which  there  are  proposals  of 
far-reaching  consequence  under  consideration.  The  new  Health 
Act  will  bring  about  great  changes  in  the  health  services  which, 
given  time  for  these  radical  changes  to  become  organised,  I am 
satisfied  will  ultimately  be  to  the  benefit  and  well-being  of  the 
public  as  a whole.  I think  the  fear  of  many  people  is  that  the 
splendid  and  humanitarian  work  of  voluntary  organisations  and 
workers  might  be  seriously  curtailed,  if  not  lost  altogether.  This 
would  be  a most  unfortunate  aspect  of  the  Scheme,  and  I know 
that  it  is  the  hope  of  all  of  us  that  wherever  possible  the  fullest 
use  will  continue  to  be  made  of  voluntary  services. 

In  the  field  of  hospital  administration  the  disappearance  of 
municipal  boundaries  is  bound  to  be  a most  excellent  thing,  and 
if  administration  can  to  some  extent  be  influenced  or  locally 
controlled,  it  will  be  a most  potent  factor  in  avoiding  the  danger  of 
over-centralisation  with  a complete  loss  of  that  personal  contact 
and  expression  of  faith  which  is  so  important  in  our  everyday 
lives,  and  so  very  essential  in  the  medical  field.  The  general 
principles  being  aimed  at  in  the  Scheme  appear  to  be  the  ad- 
ministration of  all  hospital  and  ambulance  services  by  a Central 
Board  with,  perhaps,  the  help  of  local  authorities.  The  care  of 
the  sick,  both  prevention  and  treatment,  immunisation  and 
vaccination  services,  child  welfare,  nursing,  health  visiting,  mid- 
wifery and  domestic  help  services  will  be  the  concern  of  a central 
authority,  no  doubt  in  the  form  of  the  County  Councils,  again, 
no  doubt,  working  in  conjunction  with  local  authorities.  This 
will  mean,  so  far  as  your  Authority  is  concerned,  the  loss  of  the 
ambulance  service  which  has  worked  so  satisfactorily,  the  transfer 
of  responsibility  of  functions  in  connection  with  certain  infectious 
disease  cases,  care  and  treatment  of  parasitic  conditions  such  as 
scabies,  etc.,  and  the  immunisation  service,  to  other  bodies. 
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Reference  is  made  later  in  this  Report  to  matters  affecting 
the  health  of  the  persons  resident  in  the  district.  It  has,  on  the 
whole,  maintained  its  usual  high  standard. 

The  conditions  of  housing  in  the  area,  both  with  regard  to 
overcrowding  and  the  repair  of  properties,  as  well  as  the  shortage 
of  housing  accommodation,  is  not  I think  as  acute  as  in  some 
districts.  The  Council  have  made  good  progress  in  the  building 
of  houses,  and  whilst  there  are  still  bad  housing  cases  to  be  dealt 
with,  if  present  progress  continues  the  more  serious  aspects  of 
this  problem  are  likely  to  be  met  at  no  far  distant  date. 

The  abnormal  flooding  which  occurred  in  the  early  part  of 
the  year,  and  which  seriously  affected  your  area  in  many  parts, 
caused  a good  deal  of  anxiety,  not  only  in  respect  of  damage  and 
inconvenience  at  the  height  of  the  floods,  but  anxiety  for  the 
subsequent  after-effects  of  the  flooding.  A total  of  17  houses 
were  flooded,  although  fortunately  the  occupants  of  only  a few  of 
them  had  to  vacate  their  homes.  Happily  your  area  was  not  so 
seriously  affected  as  the  adjoining  districts  and  those  on  the  lower 
reaches  of  the  river.  It  was  pleasing  to  note  the  excellent  co- 
operation between  the  City  Authority  and  this  Council  ; the  City 
Authority  helping  materially  in  extending  financial  relief  to  the 
victims.  Your  Council  themselves  were  able  to  arrange  for  the 
distribution  of  blankets,  soap,  disinfectants,  etc.,  and  we  are 
indebted  to  the  North  Riding  Mental  Hospital  for  their  willing 
assistance  in  drying  out  bedding  and  clothing.'  No  cases  of  illness 
attributable  to  the  flooding  were  notified. 

My  duties  during  this  first  completed  year  of  office  have 
been  pleasant  and  interesting,  and  I would  like  to  take  this  oppor- 
tunity of  extending  to  the  Council  my  thanks  for  their  help  and 
courtesy  throughout  this  period. 


I am, 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  servant. 


A.  W.  RIDDOLLS. 
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STATISTICS  and  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  of  the  AREA. 

Statistics. 

The  vital  statistics  follow  the  normal  arrangement.  The 
Birth  Rate  continues  to  increase  ; this  is  probably  a post-war 
tendency  which  is  usual  and  likely  to  be  temporary  in  character. 
The  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population  for  your  area  is  rather  higher 
than  the  average  for  the  country  as  a whole,  whilst  the  Death 
Rate  is  rather  lower  than  the  figure  for  England  and  Wales. 

There  were  no  cases  of  Maternal  Mortality  during  the  year. 
The  Infant  Mortality  figure  is  rather  high.  Careful  perusal  of 
these  cases  does  not  reveal  any  special  reason  for  the  increase. 
There  have  been  some  four  of  five  deaths  in  infants  above  the 
previous  year’s  figure. 

The  Report  shows  that  there  has  been  a total  of  173  deaths 
during  the  year  as  against  383  births.  The  causes  of  death  in  all 
these  cases  follow  the  usual  pattern.  No  cause  of  death  calls  for 
special  comment. 


The  area  of  the  district  is  36,254  acres  and  the  Registrar 
General’s  estimate  of  the  resident  population  at  mid-year  is 
16,540. 

The  number  of  dwelling-houses  according  to  the  Rate  Book 
as  at  the  31st  December,  1947,  is  4,981. 

The  sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  at  the  year  ending 
31st  March,  1948,  was  £438  Is.  8d.,  and  the  total  Rateable  Value 
£102,153. 


Social  Conditions. 

The  district  lies  in  the  North  Riding  of  the  County  of  York 
and  is  bounded  by  the  Rural  Districts  of  Easingwold  on  the  North, 
Nidderdale  on  the  West,  Pocklington  and  Malton  on  the  East  and 
North-East,  and  the  City  of  York  and  Rural  District  of  Derwent 
on  the  South. 

The  area  forms  part  of  the  Plain  of  York  and  is  extremely 
flat,  being  practically  devoid  of  hills,  and  this  flatness  adds 
appreciably  to  the  difficulties  of  administration,  particularly  with 
regard  to  water  supply  and  drainage. 

The  district  comprises  24  parishes  and  is  mainly  agricultural 
in  character.  Round  the  City  of  York,  however,  and  in  the 
principal  villages,  it  has  become  urbanised. 

There  is  no  sign  of  any  serious  unemployment  in  the 
area,  the  demand  for  labour  apparently  exceeding  the  supply. 
Scientific  instrument  making,  tanning,  brick  making,  printing 
and  a miscellany  of  light  industries  provide  employment  for  a 
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good  proportion  of  the  industrial  workers  in  the  district.  A firm 
has  commenced  the  manufacture  of  pre-cast  concrete  slabs  in  a 
disused  hangar  in  the  district,  and  other  firms  propose  to  use  other 
hangars  for  setting  up  light  industries. 


VITAL 

STATISTICS. 

Live  Births  : 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Grand  Total 

1946  . . Legitimate  . . 

195 

150 

345 

Illegitimate . . 

9 

10 

19 

364 

1947  . . Legitimate  . . 

193 

175 

368 

Illegitimate . . 

7 

8 

15 

383 

The  Birth  Rate  per 

thousand  of  the 

estimated  resident 

population  of  the  district  is 

23.15. 

Still  Births  : 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Grand  Total 

1946  . . Legitimate  . . 

4 

3 

1 

Illegitimate . . 

— 

1 

1 

8 

1947  . . Legitimate  . . 

6 

5 

11 

Illegitimate . . 

— 

1 

1 

12 

Still  Births  per  thousand  of  the  estimated  resident  population 
s 0.72. 

Deaths  : Males  Females  Total 

1946  81  93  174 

1947  90  83  173 

The  Death  Rate  per  thousand  of  the  estimated  resident 
population  of  the  district  is  10.46  per  annum. 

Maternal  Mortality  : 

1946  . . . . Puerperal  causes  . . . . . . 1 

Rate  per  1,000  births  ..  ..  2.74 

1947  . . . . Nil. 

Infant  Mortality  (Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age)  : 

1946  1947 

All  Infants  per  1,000  Live  Births  . . . . 19.23  ' 31.33 


Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000  Legitimate 

Live  Births  ..  ..  ..  ..  16.51  32.60 

Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000  Illegitimate 

Live  Births  . . . . . . ..52.73  nil 

Mortality  in  Special  Cases  : 

1946  1947 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  . . . . 20  27 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  . . . . — 1 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  . . 1 — 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years)  . . 1 — 
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Causes  of  Death  : 1946  1947 


1.  Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fevers 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

2.  Cerebro-spinal  Fever 

. — 

— . 

— 

— 

3.  Scarlet  Fever 

. — 

^ 



— 

4.  Whooping  Cough  . . 

. 1 

— . 

— • 

■ — 

5.  Diphtheria 

. — 

— . 

— 

— 

6.  Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 

. 4 

4 . 

— 

4 

7.  Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

. — 

1 . 

— 

2 

8.  Syphilitic  Diseases 

. — 

— . 

1 

— 

9.  Influenza 

. — 

— . 

— 

— 

10.  Measles 

. — 

— . 

— 

1 

1 1 . Acute  Poliomyelitis  and  Polioencephaliti 

s — 

— . 

— 

1 

12.  Acute  Infectious  Encephalitis 

. — 

— . 

— 

— 

13.  Cancer  of  buc.  cav.  and  oesoph  (M 
and  uterus  (F) 

) 

. 1 

2 . 

1 

2 

14.  Cancer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum 

. 2 

4 . 

1 

1 

15.  Cancer  of  Breast  . . 

. — 

4 

— 

2 

16.  Cancer  of  all  other  sites  . . 

. 6 

5 . 

10 

10 

17.  Diabetes 

. — 

1 . 

— 

1 

18.  Intercranial  Vascular  Lesions 

. 7 

17  . 

12 

11 

19.  Heart  Diseases 

. 25 

25  . 

29 

23 

20.  Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory  System  . 

. 4 

3 . 

4 

2 

21.  Bronchitis  .. 

. 4 

5 . 

9 

— 

22.  Pneumonia 

. 1 

3 . 

3 

2 

23.  Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

. 3 

— . 

— 

— 

24.  Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum 

. 3 

1 . 

1 

— 

25.  Diarrhoea  (under  two  years) 

. — 

— . 

— 

— 

26.  Appendicitis 

. — 

— . 

— 

— 

27.  Other  Digestive  Diseases 

. — 

1 . 

3 

2 

28.  Nephritis 

. 3 

2 . 

1 

— 

29.  Puerperal  and  Post- Abortion  Sepsis 

. — 

— . 

— 

— 

30.  Other  Maternal  Causes 

. — 

1 . 

— 

— 

31.  Premature  Birth  .. 

. 3 

— . 

1 

3 

32.  Congenital  mal  : birth  inj  ; infant  dis  : . 

. 1 

2 . 

3 

4 

33.  Suicide 

. 2 

2 . 

1 

— 

34.  Road  Traffic  Accidents 

. 2 

. 

3 

3 

35.  Other  Violent  Causes 

. 2 

3 . 

2 

2 

36.  All  other  causes 

. 7 

10  . 

5 

7 

Totals  . . 

. 81 

93  . 

90 

83 

Grand  Totals 

174  . 

173 

TABLE  OF  COMPARATIVE 

Birth  Rate  : 1937  1944 

RATES. 

1945  1946 

1947 

England  and  Wales . . 14.9  17.60 

16.10 

19. 

10 

20.50 

Flaxton  R.D.C.  ..  18.4  15.58 

20.76 

20. 

48 

23.15 

10 


Death  Rate  : 


England  and  Wales . 

12.4 

11.60 

11.40 

11.50 

12.00 

Flaxton  R.D.C. 

9.8 

10.48 

10.90 

9.78 

10.46 

Infant  Mortality  Rate 

(per  1,000  Live  Births)  ; 

England  and  Wales . 

. 58.00 

46.00 

46.00 

43 . 00 

41.00 

Flaxton  R.D.C. 

. 54.40 

45.45 

37.73 

19.23 

31.33 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate  (per  1,000  Total  Births)  : 

England  and  Wales. 

3.65 

1.93 

1.79 

1.43 

1.17 

Flaxton  R.D.C. 

3.89 

Nil 

Nil 

2.74 

Nil 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR 

THE  AREA. 

Public  Health  Officers. 

Details  of  Officers  are  listed  at  the  beginning  of  the  Report. 
The  principal  changes  are  as  follows  : — 

(1)  Mr.  P.  V.  Davies,  Additional  Sanitary  Inspector,  resigned  in 
July,  1947,  to  take  up  an  appointment  as  Borough  Surveyor 
to  the  Aldeborough  Borough  Council. 

(2)  Mr.  G.  A.  W.  Heppell,  already  on  the  Staff,  appointed  in 
August,  1947,  to  replace  Mr.  Davies. 

Laboratory  Facilities. 

Bacteriological  and  chemical  examinations  of  milk,  water 
and  effluents  are  carried  out  for  the  Council  by  Messrs.  T.  Fairle}^ 
& Partner,  of  35,  Park  Square,  Leeds,  and  also  by  the  County 
Pathologist,  Dr.  A.  Goldie.  Dr.  S.  Goodman  Platts  is  very  helpful 
in  examining  many  specimens  on  behalf  of  the  Council. 

Ambulance. 

The  Councihs  civil  ambulance  service  has  continued  to 
operate  satisfactorily  during  the  year.  Only  one  complaint  was 
received,  which  alleged  a 30  minute  delay  in  the  arrival  of  the 
ambulance.  Investigation  of  this  complaint  revealed  that  the 
greater  part  of  this  time  had  been  taken  up  by  the  ratepayer  in 
your  area  telephoning  for  the  ambulance  of  the  adjoining  Local 
Authority. 

There  has  been  no  serious  breakdown  as  far  as  the  vehicle  is 
concerned  and  the  staff  have  continued  to  give  excellent  service. 

The  arrangement  for  infectious  disease  cases  is  still  a joint 
arrangement  with  the  City  of  York,  there  being  no  change  during 
the  year. 

Nursing  in  the  Home. 

District  Nursing  Associations  operating  from  six  centres  now 
provide  a service  covering  23  parishes, 
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Treatment  Centres,  Clinics,  Etc. 

The  North  Riding  County  Council  have  set  up  Maternity  and 
Child  Welfare  Clinics  and  have  arranged  hospital  accommodation, 
and  for  Tuberculosis,  Orthopaedic  and  Venereal  Diseases  clinics 
and  hospital  treatment.  Arrangements  are  as  follows  : — 

Tuberculosis  Dispensary. — 11,  Castlegate,  York.  Dr.  A.  Cubie. 
At  10  a.m.  on  the  second  and  fourth  Thursday  in  every  month. 

V.D.  Clinic. — York  County  Hospital. 

Males  : Mondays,  3 to  4 p.m.  ; Thursdays,  6 to  7 p.m.  ; 
Fridays,  7 to  8 p.m. 

Females  and  Children  : Wednesdays,  3 to  4 p.m.  ; Fridays, 
6 p.m. 

Ante-Natal  Clinic. — Recreation  Hall,  Wigginton. 

Attendances  once  every  four  weeks. 

Infant  Welfare  Centres. — 

(a)  Recreation  Hall,  Wigginton — 

Alternate  Tuesdays  at  2 p.m. 

(b)  Folk  Hall,  New  Earswick — 

Alternate  Wednesdays  at  2 p.m. 

(c)  Church  Hall,  Strensall — 

First  Thursday  in  month  at  2-30  p.m. 

(d)  Social  Hall,  Huntington  Road — 

Every  Wednesday  at  1-30  p.m. 

f 

Skin  Clinic. 

The  Council  have  made  arrangements  for  the  treatment  of 
scabies,  head  lice  and  impetigo  at  the  City  General  Hospital, 
Haxby  Road,  York. 

Persons  desiring  treatment  must  first  obtain  a note  from  the 
Council’s  Health  Department.  Arrangements  for  hospital  in- 
treatment are  available  in  necessitous  cases. 

The  number  of  persons  receiving  treatment  during  the  year 
has  shown  a decline  on  the  previous  year.  94  cases  received 
treatment,  93  being  cases  of  scabies  and  1 of  head  lice. 

Hospitals. 

The  York  County  Hospital  (Voluntary)  provides  accom- 
modation for  accident  and  non-infectious  cases.  Infectious  disease 
cases  are  accommodated  by  arrangement  at  the  City  of  York 
Isolation  Hospital,  Yearsley  Bridge,  York,  and  at  the  Norton 
Grove  Isolation  Hospital,  Malton. 

Smallpox  hospital  accommodation  is  available  at  Huntington, 
provided  by  the  City  of  York. 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 
Water  Services. 

The  position  with  regard  to  water  supplies  is  substantially 
the  same  as  set  out  last  year.  It  is  disappointing  that  circum- 
stances should  be  such  that  on  the  one  hand  the  Ministry  of 
Health  and  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  should  loudly 
proclaim  the  need  to  see  that  rural  districts  and  other  grouped 
communities  should  have  an  adequate  supply  of  piped  water  and 
that  your  Council  should  have  made  such  strenuous  efforts,  so  far 
almost  regardless  of  the  question  of  cost,  to  provide  these  facilities 
to  those  parts  of  the  district  not  enjoying  such  a service,  and  the 
proposals  being  so  long  in  maturing.  It  is  difficult  to  point  to  the 
cause  ; procedure  seems  to  be  long  and  tortuous,  but  the  delays 
are  not  easy  to  define  or  to  remedy.  The  schemes  mentioned  in 
the  Report  last  year  are  still  before  the  Ministry  of  Health.  I 
have  no  doubt  that  they  have  progressed  in  some  directions,  but 
commencement  upon  the  work  is  still  out  of  sight. 

The  water  supply  position  in  the  country  districts  has  been 
particularly  bad  this  year,  the  country  having  enjoyed  a com- 
paratively rare  Summer  which,  whilst  bringing  its  pleasures  and 
health-giving  properties  on  the  one  hand,  brought  hardship  and 
suffering  on  the  other  by  lack  of  these  very  essential  services. 

The  water  supply  at  Haxby  and  Wigginton  continues  to  be  a 
matter  of  great  concern  to  your  Council  and  in  spite  of  the  efforts 
which  you  have  made  to  bring  about  a solution  of  this  problem 
it  still  remains  with  us  at  the  end  of  the  year.  It  is  of  concern  to 
me  that  the  shortage  of  water  does  affect  the  effective  cleansing 
of  sanitary  conveniences,  and  I fear  the  tendency  is  for  water- 
closets  in  houses  to  become,  in  effect,  little  better  than  pail  closets. 
No  doubt  the  efforts  that  are  being  made  will  result  in  these 
conditions  being  put  right  during  the  coming  year.  The  residents 
are  very  pleased  to  note  that  work  has  begun  on  the  erection  of 
a tower  which,  although  in  the  nature  of  a temporary  expedient, 
will  no  doubt  give  some  measure  of  relief. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

The  rural  villages  in  your  area  are  still  unprovided  for  so  far 
as  properly  constructed  sewers  and  sewage  treatment  plant  is 
concerned.  Although  the  population  of  these  villages  represents 
a small  proportion  of  the  total  population  of  the  area,  there  are 
some  very  undesirable  features  in  connection  with  the  arrange- 
ments for  various  parts  of  the  district. 

I am  aware  that  the  Council  prepared  a comprehensive 
scheme  for  dealing  with  all  these  problems  many  years  before  the 
commencement  of  the  War  and  I am  aware,  too,  that  very  early 
in  the  post-war  years  it  was  submitted  to  the  Ministry  of  Health 
and  the  North  Riding  County  Council  for  comment.  I also 
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appreciate  that  the  Council  have  prepared  detailed  schemes  for 
many  of  their  villages  and  are  still  awaiting  an  Inquiry  into  the 
proposals  by  the  Ministry  of  Health.  Unquestionably  these  are 
very  desirable  proposals  which  should  be  proceeded  with  at  the 
earliest  possible  moment.  As  I said  in  connection  with  water 
supplies,  it  is  disappointing  to  find  that  we  all  have  one 
object  in  view  and  yet  progress  and  attainment  of  our  objective 
is  so  very  slow. 

The  conditions  of  sewage  disposal  are  most  unsatisfactory  in 
the  villages  of  Stockton-on-Forest,  Flaxton,  Gate  Helmsley, 
Holtby,  Warthill,  Flaxton,  Sand  Hutton,  Tilling  and  Harton. 
Whatever  may  ultimately  be  done  with  the  two  or  three  other 
smaller  villages,  the  conditions  in  the  parishes  I have  mentioned 
are  such  that  from  a health  point  of  view  it  is  most  desirable  that 
proper  facilities  should  be  provided  without  further  delay.  The 
conditions  at  Hopgrove  are  most  unsatisfactory,  but  I assume 
that  if  a scheme  can  be  provided  for  Stockton-on-Forest,  it  will 
deal  also  with  these  properties. 

Closet  Accommodation. 

The  restrictions  upon  improvements  to  property  imposed 
under  the  Building  Licensing  Regulations  has  again  prevented 
a resumption  of  large-scale  conversions  of  pail  closets  and  privies 
to  water  closets  during  the  year.  Four  conversions  have  been 
carried  out,  however,  making  a total  of  322  since  1st  January, 
1938. 


Rivers  and  Streams. 

The  main  rivers  and  streams  in  the  district  have  remained 
free  from  pollution  and  no  cause  for  complaint  has  been  noted 
during  the  year.  Conditions  in  certain  of  the  villages  are  referred 
to  above  under  Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

Public  Cleansing. 

Since  the  observations  which  I made  in  1946  under  this 
heading,  your  Council  have  placed  on  order  a low-loading  refuse 
vehicle,  and  it  is  the  Council’s  intention  to  collect  refuse  from 
approximately  half  the  total  number  of  houses  in  the  area  by  the 
Council’s  own  workmen.  This  undertaking  should  prove  not 
only  succes.sful,  but  most  beneficial  to  the  residents  in  the  areas 
concerned.  Whilst  a large  proportion  of  the  remainder  will 
continue  to  be  served  by  contract,  it  still  leaves  many  of  the 
smaller  communities  without  a service  and,  although  small  in 
number  in  comparison  to  the  whole  population,  they  still  form  a 
very  important  part  of  the  community  and  I venture  to  hope  that 
the  Council  will  give  consideration  as  soon  as  they  can  to  extending 
the  service  to  these  remaining  grouped  properties. 
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Camping  Sites. 

There  are  no  camping  sites  established  in  the  area. 

Swimming  Baths  and  Pools. 

There  are  no  swimming  baths  or  pools  within  the  district  and 
no  problem  arises,  therefore  under  this  heading. 

PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS 

AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 

No  abnormal  conditions  of  outstanding  note  have  arisen  in 
your  area  during  the  year  under  review.  There  has  been  some 
general  concern  as  to  the  number  of  poliomyelitis  cases.  Your 
area  has  not  suffered  abnormally  in  this  respect.  The  statistics 
following  will  show  that  there  were  three  cases  during  the  year, 
and  unfortunately  one  death  is  reported  in  a child  of  five  years. 

The  insidiousness  of  onset  of  the  disease  is  a very  difficult  and 
disturbing  factor,  but  some  progress  is  being  made  in  the  attempt 
to  ensure  early  diagnosis.  Rather  more  is  now  known  of  the 
original  and  dissemination  of  the  casual  organism,  although  this 
is  still  receiving  full  investigation.  There  is  evidence  to  show 
that  this  organism  is  present  in  many  persons  and  that  its  spread 
can  be  effected  by  contact  between  individuals,  especially  in  non- 
paralytic cases,  and  it  is  interesting  to  note  that  at  least  one 
Authority  suggests  the  possibility  of  the  infection  being  water- 
borne and  holds  the  view,  at  least  to  some  extent,  that  their  own 
area,  covering  a vast  population,  owes  its  complete  freedom  from 
any  cases  of  this  disease  to  the  ozonisation  of  their  public  water 
supplies.  Infectivity  is  probably  greatest  during  the  phases 
preceding  paralysis.  Early  diagnosis  and  isolation  is,  therefore, 
of  the  greatest  importance,  as  also  is  the  search  for  missed  cases. 
Health  visitors  and  school  nurses  can  be  potent  factors  in  drawing 
attention  to  the  latter.  Arrangements  were  made  by  your  Council 
during  the  year  for  the  provision  of  specialist  medical  advice  for 
any  suspected  case  when  required.  There  are  probably  in  the 
country  a number  of  cases  of  poliomyelitis  which  do  not  evince 
paralytic  symptoms  and  it  is  these  cases  which  are  liable  to  lead 
to  the  spread  of  infection  if  undiagnosed  and  not  isolated. 

Other  diseases  were  of  normal  distribution  and  type  and  do 
not  call  for  special  comment.  There  was  an  outbreak  of  scarlet 
fever  with  an  appreciable  number  of  cases,  but  the  cases  were  mild 
in  character.  There  was  a rather  bigger  outbreak  of  measles  than 
normal,  and  unfortunately  there  was  one  death  amongst  the  cases 
notified.  Measles  is  a rather  more  serious  children’s  ailment  than 
is  generally  recognised,  and  the  complications  which  follow  this 
disease  are  often  serious  and  permanent.  It  has  been  suggested 
many  times  that,  in  view  of  the  mildness  of  the  type  of  scarlet  fever 
now  prevalent,  the  attention,  isolation  and  hospital  care  given  to 
these  cases  might  well  be  usefully  given  to  cases  of  measles  instead. 
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Diphtheria  Immunisation. 

Immunisation  figures  are  continuing  to  show  improvement 
in  the  under-5  group.  It  is  this  group  of  children  that  it  is  most 
difficult  to  contact.  Good  work  is  being  done  by  the  health  and 
school  visitors  in  drawing  attention  to  the  benefits  of  the  scheme 
and  getting  mothers  to  bring  their  under-fives  to  the  schools, 
clinics  and  to  their  own  doctors.  A good  deal  still  remains  to  be 
done  and  in  the  5 — 15  year  group  we  are  only  holding  our  own.  It 
would  seem  that  we  shall  have  to  arrange  for  a further  publicity 
campaign  to  improve  these  figures. 

We  have  been  very  fortunate  during  the  year  in  that  we  had 
no  cases  of  diphtheria  in  the  under  15  groups.  Ouly  four  cases 
were  notified  during  the  year  and  all  were  in  respect  of  adults 
resident  in  a large  Institution. 


Set  out  below  is  a table  showing  the  numbers  and  percentages 
of  children  in  the  two  age  groups  immunised  during  the  year  and 
to  date  : — 


1944 

1945 

1946 

1947 

Number  of  children  immunised 

during  the  year  : 

(a)  Under  5 years 

131 

89 

106 

195 

(h)  5 — 15  years 

Estimated  total  of  children  in  the 

50 

71 

49 

56 

area  immunised  at  31st  Dec.  : 
(a)  Under  5 years 

526 

449 

452 

515 

(h)  5 — 15  years 

Percentage  of  children  in  the  area 

1697 

1571 

1725 

1733 

immunised  at  31st  Dec.  : 

(a)  Under  5 years 

38% 

31% 

32.5% 

44.9% 

(&)  5 — 15  years 

Number  of  cases  notified  in  all 

71% 

71% 

69.2% 

69.6% 

children  under  15  years 

21 

7 

2 

Nil 

Number  of  deaths 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Tuberculosis. 

Twenty-three  new  cases  of  tuberculosis  have  been  reported 
during  the  year.  A careful  investigation  is  made  in  all  new  cases 
to  ensure  that  they  are  not  in  contact  with  food  supplies. 

Unfortunately  this  disease  appears  to  be  on  the  increase. 
The  number  of  notifications  received  this  year  is  60%  higher  than 
the  number  of  notifications  received  twenty  years  ago,  and 
the  increase  appears  to  be  gradual  over  this  period.  Compulsory 
isolation  of  tuberculosis  cases  is  very  difficult  in  view  of  the  chronic 
nature  of  the  disease.  It  does  seem  unfortunate,  however,  that 
more  cannot  be  done  to  enforce,  if  necessary,  more  precautions 
with  regard  to  reasonable  isolation,  particularly  bearing  in  mind 
parents  who  are  not  reasonable  in  taking  steps  to  avoid  the  spread 
of  the  disease  to  their  children. 
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Set  out  below  is  a table  showing  the  new  cases  notified  during 
the  year,  and  mortality  : — 

New  Cases  Deaths 


Age  periods 

Res- 

Non- 

Res- 

Res- 

Non- 

Res- 

piratory 

piratory 

piratory 

piratory 

M 

F 

M F 

M F 

M F 

Under  1 year 

— 

— 

— — 

— — 

— — 

1 to  5 years 

— 

— 

1 

— — 

— — 

5 to  15  years 

2 

2 

1 

— — 

— — 

15  to  25  years 

— 

3 

1 

2 

— — 

25  to  35  years 

1 

4 

1 

— — 

— 

35  to  45  years 

— 

— 

— — 

— — 

— — 

45  to  55  years 

2 

— 

1 

1 

— — 

55  to  65  years 

2 

1 

— — 

1 

— — 

65  yrs.  and  upwards 

— 

1 

— — 

— — 

— — 

Totals 

7 

11 

3 2 

4 

— _ 

During  the  year,  in  addition  to  those  cases  shown  above,  6 
cases  were  notified  from  the  North  Riding  Mental  Hospital. 

All  the  deaths  recorded  above  were  in  respect  of  persons 
previously  notified  as  being  suffering  from  the  disease. 


Incidence  of,  and  Deaths  from,  Notifiable  Diseases. 


DISEASE 

TOTAL  CASES 

NOTIEIED 

Under  1 

1 

+ 

2 

+ 

3 

+ 

4 

+ 

5 

10 

+ 

15 

+ 

20 

25 

-b 

45 

+ 

65 

Total 

Admitted 
to  Hosp. 

1 

Smallpox 

nil 

Scarlet  Eever 

1 

1 

4 

23 

12 

2 

43 

36 

Diphtheria  . . 

3 

2 

5 

5 

Enteric  Eever 

(inch  Para- 

typhoid  . . 

nil 

Puerperal 

Pyrexia  . . 

nil 

Pneumonia 

1 

1 

1 

3 

3 

Erysipelas  . . 

1 

2 

• 

3 

Cerebro-spinal 

Fever  . . 

2 

1 

3 

3 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum  . . 

nil 

Dysentery  . . 

1 

1 

1 

Malaria 

nil 

Acute  Poliomye- 

litis  and  en- 

cephalitis 

1 

2 

3 

3 

Encephalitis 

Lethargica  , . 

nil 

Measles 

6 

35 

62 

92 

1 

7 

203 

1 

Whooping  Cough 

4 

14 

15 

20 

2 

1 

55 

Infective  Hepatitis 

1 

1 

m 

K 

< 

W 

Q 


1 

1 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


of  the 


SURVEYOR  AND  CHIEF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR. 


for  1947. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Flaxton  Rural  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  to  you  herewith  a statement  and  report  upon 
the  various  activities  carried  out  in  the  department  of  your  Sur- 
veyor and  Sanitary  Inspector  during  1947.  I have  made  comments 
upon  the  various  subjects  contained  in  the  Report  where  it  appears 
to  me  that  such  comments  might  be  of  interest.  I hope  the 
information  given  will  be  helpful  both  as  a record  and  as  a current 
statement  of  activities. 

I would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  the  Chairman 
and  Members  of  the  Council  for  their  help,  which  they  have  always 
been  very  ready  to  extend  to  me  at  all  times,  and  for  the  under- 
standing they  have  always  displayed  in  connection  with  the  many, 
varied  and*  often  difficult  problems  with  which  the  department 
has  had  to  deal.  I would  also  like  to  express  my  appreciation  par- 
ticularly of  the  Council’s  staff  employed  in  my  department  for 
their  keenness  and  enthusiasm  for  their  work  and  their  readiness 
to  co-operate  at  any  and  all  times.  Without  this  assistance  it 
would  not  have  been  possible  to  present  this  Report  or  to  have 
undertaken  the  work  which  has  been  carried  out. 

I am,  Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

L.  PARKER, 

Surveyor  and  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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STATISTICS. 

The  following  table  sets  out  the  number  of  dwelling-houses, 


acreage  and  population  in 

each 

Parish  in 

the  District,  as  at  the 

31st  December,  1947  : — 

Parish 

Bossall-with-Buttercrambe 

Acreas^e 

2691  . . 

Dwelling- 

houses 

34  . . 

Popidation 

113 

Claxton  . . 

838  . . 

44  . . 

144 

Clifton  Without 

972  . . 

957  . . 

3175 

Old  Earswick 

nil  .. 

73  . . 

241 

Flaxton  . . 

1865  . . 

87  . . 

288 

Gate  Helmsley  . . 

497  . . 

50  . . 

165 

Harton  . . 

2004  . . 

24  . . 

79 

Haxby 

2206  . . 

548  . . 

1818 

Heworth  Without 

854  . . 

153  . . 

507 

Holtby 

901  . . 

30  . . 

98 

Huntington 

1850  . . 

876  . . 

2907 

Lillings  Ambo  . . 

1769  .. 

48  . . 

158 

Murton  . . 

844  . . 

113  . . 

374 

New  Earswick  . . 

784  . . 

604  . . 

2004 

Osbaldwick 

645  . . 

277  . . 

918 

Rawcliffe 

784  . . 

271  . . 

898 

Sand  Hutton 

2242  . . 

48  . . 

158 

Skelton  . . 

2428  . . 

106  . . 

384 

Stockton-on-Forest 

3268  . . 

143  . . 

473 

Strensall 

2909  . . 

289  . . 

958 

Towthorpe 

1075  .. 

34  . . 

112 

Upper  Helmsley 

833  . . 

12  . . 

39 

Warthill  . . 

1004  . . 

47  . . 

155 

Wigginton 

1880  . . 

113  ... 

374 

Total 

36254  . . 

4981  . . 

16540 

The  population  figure  given  in  this  table  is  that  supplied  by 
the  Registrar  General.  We  feel  it  right  and  proper  that  it  should 
be  pointed  out  that  the  average  number  of  persons  per  private 
dwelling-house,  excluding  all  institutions,  camps,  etc.,  according 
to  the  Census  figures  over  the  past  years  was  as  follows  : — 


1901  Census 
1911  Census 
1921  Census 
1931  Census 


4 . 70  persons  per  house 


4.39 

4.29 

3.82 


y y 


y y 


The  normal  decadal  census  has  not  taken  place,  but  the 
National  Registration  Census  taken  in  1939  revealed  a population 
in  private  dwelling-houses  of  17,189,  an  average  of  3.75  persons 
per  house. 
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Whilst  it  is  true  that  the  average  population  per  house  (no 
doubt  due  to  improved  housing  circumstances)  has  been  gradually 
reduced  over  this  period  of  almost  40  years,  it  would  seem  reason- 
able to  me  to  suppose  that  the  1939  figure  of  3.75  will  not  be  lower 
in  1947,  in  view  of  the  known  overcrowding  due  to  shortage  of 
housing  accommodation  which  has  become  acute  in  the  war  years. 
If  this  assumption  can  be  accepted,  taking  the  number  of  dwellings 
on  the  rate  book  at  the  end  of  1947  and  using  the  factor  of  3.75 
persons  per  house,  the  population  of  the  district  in  1947,  excluding 
military  camps  and  institutions,  should  be  18,678. 

Ambulance  Service. 

Reference  has  been  made  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  to 
the  running  of  the  ambulance,  and  the  only  comment  I have  to 
make  is  that  it  might  be  of  interest  for  record  purposes,  this  year 
being  likely  to  be  our  last  year  as  operators  of  the  ambulance,  to 
know  that  the  total  cost  of  this  service  for  the  year  ending  the 
31st  March,  1948  has  been  £500  10s.  6d.,  of  which  £393  13s.  Od. 
has  been  recovered  by  the  ambulance  charges  fixed  by  the  Council. 

A total  of  330  calls  were  made  during  the  year,  the  ambulance 
covering  7,150  miles  for  this  purpose. 

Water  Supplies. 

The  position  with  regard  to  water  supplies  in  the  area  is 
materially  the  same  as  last  year.  No  mains  extensions  have  been 
undertaken  during  the  year  1947.  The  schemes  for  the  supply  of 
water  which  were  laid  before  the  Ministry  of  Health  in  September, 
1945,  were  still  undecided  at  the  close  of  the  year. 

The  Councibs  attempts  to  complete  the  supply  of  water  to  all 
the  villages  in  their  area,  which  it  has  been  their  intention  to  do 
since  1938,  have  met  with  several  reverses.  I think  it  might  be  of 
interest  to  set  out  the  moves  to  date. 

The  Council  first  considered  supplying  all  those  villages  not 
provided  with  piped  water  with  such  a service  in  1935,  under  the 
scheme  of  grants  at  that  time  being  made  available  by  the  Govern- 
ment. In  view  of  the  limited  amount  of  grant  offered  the  Council 
only  provided  a piped  water  supply  to  the  villages  of  Rawcliffe, 
Skelton,  Flaxton,  Tilling,  Murton  and  Stockton-on-Forest,  leaving 
in  abeyance  the  schemes  for  the  smaller  villages  of  Bossall,  Claxton, 
Gate  Helmsley,  Harton,  Holtby,  Sand  Hutton,  Upper  Helmsley 
and  Warthill.  This  first  scheme,  carried  out  in  1936,  was  named 
the  No.  1 Regional  Water  Scheme. 

In  April,  1936,  the  Council  again  approached  the  Ministry  of 
Health  for  approval  to  a £14,000  scheme  for  supplying  water  to 
these  eight  villages,  but  as  the  Ministry  could  only  offer  between 
£700  and  £800  in  grants  the  Council  felt  that  they  could  not  proceed 
v/ith  this  proposal. 
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In  mid-1939  the  Council  again  submitted  this  scheme  for 
supplying  the  eight  villages  to  the  Ministry  of  Health  with  the 
intention  of  putting  the  work  in  hand  immediately.  The  Ministry, 
however,  in  a letter  dated  the  9th  October,  1939,  stated  that 
“ unless  the  project  is  of  pressing  necessity  on  account  of  war 
requirements,  or  unless  the  public  need  is  such  that  the  proposal 
cannot  be  avoided,  postponed  or  reduced,  the  Ministry  were 
unable  to  entertain  any  application  for  consent  to  borrow  money.” 
The  scheme  was,  therefore,  held  up  for  the  period  of  the  war. 

Towards  the  termination  of  hostilities  the  Council  again  sub- 
mitted to  the  Ministry  of  Health  and  to  the  North  Riding  County 
Council  their  scheme  for  these  eight  parishes,  the  intention  being 
to  take  a bulk  supply  of  water  from  the  Pocklington  Rural  District. 
This  proposal  met  with  a reversal  in  that  the  Ministry  and  the 
County  Council  requested  the  Council  to  consider  taking  the  supply 
of  water  in  bulk  from  the  Keld  Springs,  and  for  this  purpose  to 
become  members  of  a Joint  Water  Board  which  the  Ministry  and 
the  County  Council  felt  should  be  formed.  The  Council  agreed  to 
this  proposal  and  the  plans  were  amended  to  show  these  villages 
being  supplied  with  water  from  a bulk  supply  commencing  at 
the  Council's  boundary  at  Tilling,  the  water  being  obtained  from 
the  Keld  Springs.  This  scheme  was  named  the  No.  2 Regional 
Water  Scheme. 

By  this  time  the  Council  had  had  an  opportunity  of  con- 
sidering their  duties  and  obligations  under  the  new  Rural  Water 
Supplies  and  Sewerage  Act  of  1944,  in  which  the  duty  was  laid 
upon  rural  district  councils  to  see  that,  so  far  as  it  was  reasonably 
practicable  so  to  do,  every  inhabited  property  within  their  district 
was  supplied  with  a wholesome  and  sufficient  supply  of  water  for 
domestic  purposes.  The  Council  thereupon  prepared  a scheme 
which  was  named  the  Farms  Extensions  Scheme,  which  aimed  at 
providing  a piped  supply  of  water  to  all  isolated  groups  of  properties 
and  farms.  This  scheme  was,  in  effect,  a proposal  not  only  to 
extend  the  mains  proposed  to  be  laid  under  the  No.  2 Regional 
Scheme,  but  also  to  extend  mains  which  had  already  been  laid 
under  the  No.  1 Regional  Scheme,  and  further,  to  extend  those 
mains  which  were  laid  prior  to  the  installation  of  the  No.  1 Regional 
Scheme.  As  will  readily  be  seen,  the  source  of  supply  of  water 
for  the  Farms  Extension  Scheme  will  come  in  part  from  the  Keld 
Springs  and  part  from  the  York  Waterworks  Company. 

The  obtaining  of  approval  to  the  No.  2 Regional  Scheme  and 
the  Farms  Extension  Scheme  has  been  a prolonged  matter,  but 
there  appear  to  be  good  prospects  at  the  end  of  the  year  under 
review  that  an  Inquiry  will  be  held  in  the  not  too  distant  future. 
In  the  meantime  it  would  seem  necessary  to  state  clearly  and 
emphatically  in  this  Report  that  the  position  with  regard  to  water 
supplies,  not  only  to  the  villages  but  to  the  farm  properties,  is 
deteriorating  and  is  becoming  an  increasingly  serious  problem  both 
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by  reason  of  the  pollution  of  the  existing  wells  (which  are  in  the 
main  shallow  wells)  and  by  reason  of  the  increasing  shortage  of 
water  arising  from  the  comparatively  light  rainfall  not  only  during 
the  present  exceptional  year,  but  for  some  years  past.  It  is  hoped, 
therefore,  that  the  year  1948  will  really  see  a commencement 
made  on  these  very  necessary  and  vital  services. 

The  table  which  is  set  out  below,  showing  the  numbers  and 
sources  of  samples  of  water  taken  for  examination,  includes 
samples  taken  from  the  piped  services  of  the  Council.  The  results 
of  the  examination  of  all  these  samples  showed  them  to  be  per- 
fectly satisfactory  and  of  first-class  quality  with  the  exception  of 
samples  of  water  taken  from  a stand-pipe  in  the  village  of  Murton, 
which  showed  evidence  of  some  contamination  and  the  presence 
of  B.Coli.  All  residents  were  immediately  warned  to  boil  all 
water  consumed.  Further  samples  were  taken  after  thorough 
flushing  of  the  mains  and  at  the  close  of  the  year  the  matter  was 
still  reing  actively  investigated. 

Table  showing  Samples  taken  and  results  of  examination. 

No.  of  stand-pipe  supplies  sampled  . . . . . . 17 

No.  of  mains  supplies  sampled  . . . . . . 9 

No.  of  shallow  wells  sampled  . . . . . . . . 9 

No.  of  boreholes  sampled  . . . . . . . . 1 

No.  of  samples  taken  for— - 

(a)  bacteriological  examination . . ..  ..  35 

(h)  chemical  examination  . . . , . . 20 

N(>.  of  samples  reported  unsatisfactory  on — 

(a)  bacteriological  examination . . ..  ..  10 

(h)  chemical  examination  . . . . . . 6 

No.  of  samples  reported  satisfactory  on — 

(a)  bacteriological  examination . . ..  ..  25 

{b)  chemical  examination  . . . . . . 14 


Table  showing  proportion  of  houses  with  different  sources 

of  supply. 


Houses  with  mains  supply  direct  to  house 

stand-pipe  supply 


87.0%, 

2.1% 


Total  ..  ..  89.1% 


Houses  with  piped  borehole  supply 
Houses  with  spring  supply  . . 
Houses  with  shallow  well  supply  . 


1.1%. 

0.2%, 

9.6%, 
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Table  showing  number  of  houses  supplied  in  each  Parish 

and  source  of  supply. 


Piped  w 

iupply 

, Shallow 

1 Wells 

Bore- 

hole 

Spring 

Total 

Properties 

Parish 

York 

W.C. 

Malton 

R.D.C. 

House 

S.P. 

House 

S.P. 

Bossall-with- 

Buttercrambe 

— 

— 

— 

— 

21 

— 

13 

34 

Claxton 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

44 

— 

44 

Clifton  Without  . . 

957 

— 

— 

— 



— 

— 

957 

Earswick 

73 



— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

73 

Flaxton 

— 

— 

39 

27 

21 

— 

— 

87 

Gate  Helmsley 

— 

— 

— 

— 

50 

— 

— 

50 

Harton 

— 

— 

— 

— 

24 

— 

— 

24 

Haxby 

520 

— 

— 

— 

28 

— 

— 

548 

Heworth  Wt. 

153 

— 



— 

— 

— 

— 

153 

Holtby 

— 

— 

— — 

— 

30 

— 

— 

30 

Huntington  . . 

876 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— ■ 

— 

876 

Lillings  Ambo 

— 

— 

7 

17 

24 

— 

— 

48 

Murton 

76 

8 

— 

— 

25 

4 

— 

113 

New  Earswick 

604 

— 

— 



— 

— 

— 

604 

Osbaldwick  . . 

277 

— 

— 



— 



— 

277 

Rawcliffe 

267 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

271 

Sand  Hutton 

— 



— 

— 

48 



— 

48 

Skelton 

47 

29 





26 

4 



106 

Stockton-on-Forest 

84 

23 

— 

— 

36 

— 

— 

143 

Strensall 

243 



— 

— 

46 

— 

— 

289 

Towthorpe  . . 

34 

• — 

■ — 

— • 

— 

■ — 

— 

34 

Upper  Helmsley  . . 

— 

— 

■ — ■ 

— 

12 

■ — • 

— 

12 

Warthill 

— 

— 



_ 

47 

— 



47 

Wigginton 

76 

— 

— 

— 

37 

— 

— 

113 

Total 

4287 

64 

46 

44 

475 

52 

13 

4981 

(b.i-’. — stand-pipe) . 


Set  out  below  are  copies  of  Analytical  Reports  on  samples 
of  water  taken  from  the  public  mains  supplied  by  the  Malton 
Rural  District  and  the  York  Waterworks  Company,  for  comparative 
purposes. 

T.  FAIRLEY  & PARTNER,  Report  No. 

Analytical  Chemists. 

SAMPLE  No.  490/11/47  TAKEN  FROM  STAND-PIPE  ON  MAINS 
On  6th  November,  1947.  AT  TILLING. 

Appearance — Clear  and  bright.  Odour  on  warming — None. 

Colour  of  2'  column  (Lovibond  Units) — 


Sediment — -None.  Reaction 

Action  on  bright  service  lead  during  12  hours — 

— pH= 
Grains 

Parts 

The  Sample  contains — 

Total  solids,  dried  at  100®  C.  . . 

per  gallon 
28 . 84 

per  100,000 
4.20 

Chlorides,  equivalent  to  chlorine 

• • • 

1.54 

2.20 

Nitrates,  equivalent  to  nitrogen 

• • • 

0.262 

0.374 

Nitrites,  equivalent  to  nitrogen 

• . • 

nil 

nil 

Free  and  saline  ammonia 

• • • 

0.0006 

0.0008 

Albuminoid  ammonia  . . 

• * • 

0.0014 

0.0020 

Oxidation  demand  during  4 hours  at 
from  potassium  permanganate  . 

26.7®  C 

0.022 

0.031 

sodium  hypochlorite 

• , . 

— 

— 
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SAMPLE  No.  490/11/47  TAKEN  FROM  STANDPIPE  ON  MAINS 


AT  TILLING. 

Grains  Parts 

per  galion  per  100,000 

Metallic  contamination  . . . . . . nil  nil 

Hardness  (Clark  Degrees) — 

Temporary,  removable  boiling  ..  15.0  21.4 

Permanent,  after  boiling  ..  ..  ..  6.4  9.1 


Total  ..  ..  21.4  30.5 


Average  number  of  bacteria  growing  on  agar  after  72  hours  in- 
cubation at  20°  C,  per  1 ml.  . . . . . . . . . . 2 

Average  number  of  bacteria  growing  on  agar  after  72  hours  in- 
cubation at  37°  C,  per  1 ml.  . . . . . . . . . . 1 


Coliform  bacteria  after  48  hours  incubation  at  37°  C,  per  100  ml.  0 
Type- 

Observations — According  to  the  above  results,  the  present  condition  of 
this  water  is  satisfactory  for  public  supply  (Class  1). 

35,  Park  Square,  Leeds,  1.  Date — 22/11/47 


T.  FAIRLEY  & PARTNER, 

Analytical  Chemists. 

SAMPLE  No.  492/11/47  TAKEN  FROM  STAND-PIPE  AT 
On  6th  November,  !947.  STOCKTON- ON-FOREST 

Appearance — Clear  and  Bright.  Odour  on  warming — None. 

Colour  of  2'  column  (Lovibond  Units) 

Sediment — -None. 

Reaction — pH:3=: 

Action  on  bright  service  lead  during  12  hours - 


The  Sample  contains — 

Grains 

Parts 

per  gallon 

per  100,000 

Total  solids,  dried  at  100°  C . . 

25.20 

36.00 

Chlorides,  equivalent  to  chlorine 

1.54 

2.20 

Nitrates,  equivalent  to  nitrogen 

0.098 

0.140 

Nitrites,  equivalent  to  nitrogen 

nil 

nil 

Free  and  saline  ammonia 

0.0003 

0.0004 

Albuminoid  ammonia  . . 

0.0017 

0.0024 

Oxidation  demand  during  4 hours  at  26.7  C 
from  potassium  permanganate  . . 

0.034 

0.048 

sodium  hypochlorite 

Metallic  contamination 

nil 

nil 

Hardness  (Clark  Degrees) — 

Temporary,  removable  by  boiling 

12.6 

18.0 

Permanent,  after  boiling  . . 

5.8 

8.3 

Total 

18.4 

26.3 

Average  number  of  bacteria  growing  on  agar  after  72  hours  in- 

cubication  at  20  C,  per  1 ml  . . . . . . . . . . 20 

Average  number  of  bacteria  growing  on  agar  after  72  hours  in- 
cubation at  37  C,  per  1 ml.  . . . . . . . . . . 4 

Coliform  bacteria  after  48  hours  incubation  at  37  C,  per  100  ml.  0 

Type- 

Observations — According  to  the  above  results,  the  present  condition  of 
this  water  is  satisfactory  for  public  supply.  (Class  1). 

35,  Park  Square,  Leeds,  1.  Date:  22.  11.  47. 
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Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

No  sewer  extensions  and  new  sewerage  schemes  have  been 
undertaken  during  the  year  1947.  As  in  the  case  of  water  supplies, 
the  schemes  of  sewerage  which  have  been  laid  for  some  time  before 
the  Ministry  of  Health  and  the  North  Riding  County  Council  are 
still  under  consideration  there.  The  conditions  arising  from  the 
disposal  of  sewage  in  the  villages  are  far  from  satisfactory  and  the 
need  for  better  arrangements  is  becoming  increasingly  urgent. 
Progress  towards  commencement  of  the  various  works  which  the 
Council  are  desirous  of  undertaking  is  slow,  as  has  proved  to  be 
the  case  in  connection  with  water  schemes.  It  is  not  easy  to 
account  for  the  passing  of  months  and  even  years  without  bringing 
schemes  to  fruition.  There  is  no  doubt  that  local  authorities 
operate  slowly — meetings  are  held  only  once  a month,  which 
necessarily  involves  some  delay — but  I think  it  would  be  true  to 
say  that  the  bulk  of  the  delay  in  schemes  of  this  kind  is  in  con- 
nection with  the  obtaining  of  sites,  the  valuation  of  sites  and  the 
compulsory  purchase  of  sites.  In  these  matters  especially  much 
time  is  lost.  The  Ministry  of  Health  are  always  extremely  helpful 
and  considerate,  but  if  one  were  to  offer  criticism  it  would  be  in 
the  direction  of  the  Ministiy,  even  where  they  are  fully  acquainted 
with  the  local  authority’s  desire  and  anxiety  to  proceed  as  rapidly 
as  possible  with  schemes,  the  whole  initiative  is  left  by  the  Ministry 
with  the  local  authority,  and  this  does  account  to  a lesser  degree 
for  some  of  the  delay  experienced. 

The  provision  of  sewerage  schemes  in  the  parishes  of  Stockton- 
on-Forest,  Gate  Helmsley,  Claxton  and  Tilling  is  a very  urgent 
matter,  not  only  because  of  the  unsatisfactory  arrangements  in 
these  villages,  although  these  in  themselves  justify  the  application 
of  the  term  urgent,  but  because  of  the  need  for  the  erection  of 
houses  for  agricultural  workers  in  these  parishes.  As  it  is  hoped 
to  build  properties  within  the  confines  of  the  villages  themselves, 
in  the  hope  of  achieving  good  sound  Town  Planning  policy,  the 
sewering  of  these  houses  must  be  dependent  upon  the  effective 
sewering  of  the  villages  themselves. 

Table  showing  proportion  of  properties  discharging  sewage 

to  various  outfalls. 

Properties  in  the  area  with  connections  to  proper  sewage 
disposal  works  : — 

(a)  via  Council’s  sewers  to  Council’s  disposal  works  40.25% 
[h)  via  Council’s  sewers  to  York  City  sewers  ..  24.93% 
(c)  Drained  to  private  works  designed  to  produce 

a satisfactory  effluent  . . . . ..11.90% 


Total 


. . 77.08% 


Properties  in  the  area  discharging  to  old  village  sewers, 
watercourses,  cesspools,  etc.  : — 

{a)  To  old  village  sewers  discharging  to  water- 
courses . . . . . . . . . . 6.14% 

[h]  Direct  to  watercourses  with  or  without  tank 

treatment,  or  to  cesspools,  tanks,  etc.  . . 16.78% 

Total  . . 22.92  % 


Table  showing  method  of  disposal  of  sewage  from 
properties  in  various  Parishes  in  the  Gonncil’s  area. 


Parish 

Total 

Proper- 

ties 

Council’s 
Sewers 
to  S.D. 
Works 

York 

City 

Sewers 

Old 

Village 

Sewers 

Water- 

courses 

Tanks, 

Etc. 

Private 

S.D. 

Works 

Bossall-witli- 

Buttercrambe 

34 

34 

Claxton  

44 

— 

— 

44 

— 

— 

Clifton  Without 

957 

16 

933 



8 

— 

Earswick 

73 

31 



30 

12 



Flaxton 

87 

— 



87 



Gate  Helmsley 

50 

— 

— 

50 

— 

— 

Harton 

24 

— 

— 

— 

24 

— 

Haxby 

548 

420 

— 

40 

88 

— 

Heworth  Without 

153 

54 

60 



39 

— 

Holtby 

30 

— 

- — ■ 

— 

30 

— 

Huntington  . . 

876 

748 

— 

13 

85 

— 

Billings  Ambo 

48 

— 

— ■ 

— ' 

48 

— 

Murton 

113 

71 



— 

42 

— 

New  Earswick 

604 

10 

— 

— 

4 

590 

Osbaldwick 

277 

129 

101 



47 

— 

Rawcliffe 

271 

98 

147 



26 

— _ 

Sand  Hutton 

48 







48 

— 

Skelton 

106 

83 

— 

— 

23 

— 

Stockton-on-Forest 

143 

— 



109 

34 

— 

Strensall 

289 

276 

— 

— 

13 

— 

Towthorpe 

34 

— 

— 

— 

34 

— 

Upper  Helmsley  . . 

12 

— ■ 

— 

— 

12 

— 

Warthill  . . . . 

47 

— 



— 

47 

— 

Wigginton 

113 

39 

— 

22 

52 

— 

Total 

4981 

2005 

1241 

308 

837 

590 

Maintenance. 

Your  sewerage  schemes  and  sewage  disposal  plant,  which  in 
total  provide  modern  sewerage  facilities  to  almost  90%  of  the 
properties  in  the  district,  has  continued  to  be  well  maintained. 
Your  maintenance  engineer  and  workmen  have  carried  out  their 
duties  during  the  year  very  satisfactorily.  I think  it  as  well  that 
we  should  be  reminded  from  time  to  time  of  the  duties  and  work 
undertaken  in  a general  way  by  your  workmen.  On  your  sewerage 
schemes  there  are  14  pumping  stations.  The  plant  contained  in 
these  stations  comprises  24  automatic  control  panels,  27  electric 
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motors  and  27  centrifugal  pumps,  all  of  varying  sizes  and  capacities. 
Two  additional  pumps,  motors  and  electric  panels  are  awaiting 
installation.  There  are  7 sewage  disposal  works,  comprising  18 
sewage  settlement  tanks,  14  filter  beds  (all  with  m.echanical  dis- 
tributors), 17  sludge  lagoons,  with  various  other  tanks  for  grit 
and  humus.  These  settlement,  grit  and  humus  tanks  have  to  be 
de-sludged  every  three  months  and  the  sludge  lagoons  cleared 
every  four  months.  There  are  in  addition  two  mobile  pumping 
units.  The  estimated  quantity  of  sewage  dealt  with  annually  at 
these  works,  excluding  very  considerable  quantities  of  surface 
water  which  gain  access  to  your  sewers,  particularly  at  Skelton, 
all  of  which  has  to  be  pumped,  is  117,500,000  gallons.  Your 
various  schemes  comprise  14  miles  of  sewer,  9,000  yards  of  steel 
rising  mains  and  255  manholes.  10  of  the  pumping  stations  are 
of  metal  construction.  The  repair,  lifting,  replacement  of  man- 
holes ; the  painting  of  all  pumping  machinery,  motors,  panels 
and  fittings  in  pumping  stations  ; the  painting  of  mechanical 
distributors  and  ironwork  at  the  disposal  plant  ; the  clearing  of 
blockages  and  maintenance  of  sewers  and  rising  mains  ; the 
greasing,  oiling,  clearing  and  maintenance  of  pumps,  motors  and 
panels  ; are  all  part  of  the  duties  of  your  workmen,  including  the 
replacement  of  worn-out  parts.  There  are  13f  miles  of  water 
main,  and  whilst  Mr.  Johnson,  the  part-time  Water  Inspector, 
and  his  own  men  carry  out  maintenance  on  water  mains,  your 
Council’s  workmen  have  to  assist  from  time  to  time  on  the  bigger 
jobs  of  excavating,  filling  in  and  delivery  of  materials  and  equip- 
ment. There  are  many  miscellaneous  works  which  are  carried 
out  by  your  workmen  which  it  is  not  possible  to  enumerate,  but 
some  of  these  are  the  following  ; — collection  of  salvage  from  various 
industrial  premises,  sorting,  baling  and  disposal  ; collection  of 
tins  and  salvage  from  the  village  of  Flaxton  quarterly  ; the  col- 
lection of  refuse  in  cases  of  default  on  the  part  of  the  contractor  ; 
the  general  repair  and  maintenance  of  public  notice-boards, 
street  name-plates  ; the  provision,  fixing,  maintenance  and 
emptying  of  litter  bins  and  the  painting  and  supply  of  food  salvage 
bins  ; the  maintenance  of  hedges,  watercourses  and  surface  water 
drains  on  your  housing  estates  ; the  digging  up,  haulage  and  re- 
planting of  trees  on  your  estates  ; the  fixing  and  maintenance  of 
fences,  clothes  posts,  house  numbers,  etc.,  to  many  houses  ; the 
sweeping  of  streets  at  Clifton  and  Rawcliffe  and  other  parishes 
as  required  ; general  maintenance  of  various  Council  properties 
such  as  odd  jobs  at  the  garden  at  the  office,  repair  and  erection  of 
buildings  at  the  Sewage  Disposal  Works,  maintenance  work  at 
the  Settlement  ; carrying  out  of  work  such  as  the  paving,  widening 
of  paths,  road  approaches,  etc.  ; erection  of  temporary  buildings, 
such  as  the  removal  of  Nissen  huts  from  the  Settlement  and  their 
re-erection,  painting  and  flagging  at  the  Depot  ; clearing  of 
stoppages  in  private  drainage  systems  in  default  of  owners  ; 
occasional  replacement  of  manholes  and  several  maintenance 
works  to  private  streets  in  default  of  owners  ; direct  labour  works 
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which  arise  from  time  to  time  such  as  the  piping  in  of  watercourse 
at  York  Road,  Haxby  ; and  many  others. 

The  Council  will  remember  that  the  various  works  and  duties 
referred  to  above  devolve  upon  your  one  skilled  maintenance 
engineer  and  five  general  labourers.  I think  it  would  be  of  in- 
terest, and  ought  to  be  said,  that  various  engineers  and  representa- 
tives of  local  authorities  who  have  visited  your  works  and  plant 
have  expressed  their  astonishment  at  the  excellent  condition  and 
high  level  of  maintenance  which  is  achieved  by  these  men.  The 
Council  will  bear  in  mind,  too,  that  all  these  works  and  plant  are 
not  in  one  curtilage  or  under  one  roof,  but  scattered  over  the 
district,  involving  extensive  travelling  from  job  to  job. 

Public  Cleansing. 

Public  cleansing  covers  refuse  collection  and  disposal,  col- 
lection, sorting  and  sale  of  salvaged  materials  and  street  cleansing. 
Brief  reference  has  already  been  made  to  street  cleansing,  which  is 
carried  out  by  your  own  workmen  at  required  intervals  in  Clifton 
and  Rawcliffe,  together  with  special  cases  of  street  cleansing 
which  arise  from  time  to  time.  The  facility  of  street  cleansing  has 
been  offered  to  all  parishes.  The  approximate  length  of  streets 
at  present  regularly  cleansed  is  IJ  miles. 

Refuse  collection  is  still  undertaken  by  contractors.  The 
service  covers  83.9%  of  the  total  properties,  giving  a total  of 
88.3%  of  the  properties  within  the  district  served  by  a full  scale 
refuse  and  salvage  service  or  part  service.  The  work  of  your 
contractors  has  on  the  whole  been  good.  Difficulties  and  com- 
plaints have  arisen  from  time  to  time  in  respect  of  one  of  the  two 
contractors  and,  as  has  been  stated  above,  your  own  workmen 
have  covered  defaults  which  arose. 

The  carr^dng  out  of  these  services  by  direct  labour  has  been 
considered  on  many  occasions  over  a period  of  years,  and  your 
Council’s  decision  to  go  forward  with  a scheme  of  direct  labour, 
covering  a substantial  proportion  of  these  properties  at  present 
served  will,  I feel,  prove  to  be  a wise  and,  so  far  as  the  rate- 
payers are  concerned,  a beneficial  one.  At  the  close  of  the  year 
under  review  the  vehicle  which  has  been  on  order  for  almost  a year 
had  not  been  received.  Promise  of  delivery,  however,  is  now 
much  nearer. 

The  collection  of  food  salvage,  in  respect  of  which  a very 
satisfactory  arrangement  has  been  made  with  contractors,  con- 
tinues to  operate  successful^.  The  placing  of  food  salvage  in  the 
household  refuse  bin  is  a matter  to  be  avoided.  Apart  from  the 
increased  weight  and  quantity  of  material,  the  removal  of  which 
has  to  be  paid  for,  food  salvage  in  bins  causes  them  to  become  foul, 
offensive  and  a breeding  place  for  flies.  The  street  bin  system  is 
well  known  to  be  far  from  ideal.  Objections  usually  arise  from 
the  overturning  of  bins  by  children  and  we  sometimes  suspect 
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persons  of  more  adult  years,  and  also  by  dogs,  the  damage  to  the 
bins  themselves,  the  removal  of  the  lids  by  children  and  other 
persons,  and  the  careless  use  of  the  bins  by  persons  using  them 
scattering  waste  food  round  the  bins  when  making  use  of  them. 
Apart  from  these  matters,  the  principal  difficulty  is  the  putting 
into  bins  of  food  which  is  fly-blown  and  which  in  the  hot  weather 
very  quickly  breeds  maggots  and  flies.  Although  a twice-weekly 
collection  of  food  bins  is  undertaken,  in  the  two  or  three  days 
between  collections  there  are  odd  occasions  when  those  bins 
become  very  offensive  and  objectionable.  In  spite  of  these  draw- 
backs, the  nation’s  urgent  need  of  animal  feeding  stuffs  and  its 
value  to  the  food  supply  of  the  nation  is  such  that  without  hesita- 
tion I am  able  to  say  that  in  my  view  its  collection  is  not  only 
justified  but  should  be  continued  and,  if  possible,  extended.  It 
must  not  be  forgotten  in  this  respect  that  the  putting  into  house- 
hold bins  of  the  same  materials  would  create  similar  conditions  in 
the  bins  at  the  door  of  the  property. 


The  salvage  returns  show  that  whilst  we  may  not  be  in  the 
forefront  of  authorities  on  average  collection,  very  good  work  is 
being  done  in  connection  with  the  preservation  of  waste  materials, 
the  return  to  industry  of  which  is  a continuing  vital  need.  It  will 
be  of  interest  to  your  Council  to  have  before  them  the  year’s  total 
salvage  collected  : — 


Waste  paper  . . 
Rags,  carpets,  etc. 
Metals 

Kitchen  waste 
Bones  . . 

Glass  cullet 


50  tons  8 cwts. 
2 tons  3 cwts. 
1 ton  10  cwts. 
56  tons  6|  cwts 
— 10  cwts. 

11  tons  0 cwts. 


Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area. 


Complaints — 

Number  of  complaints  received  . . 
Number  of  complaints  investigated 
Number  where  action  taken 
Number  where  no  action  taken  . . 


241 

226 

232 

9 


Table  of  Notices  served — 


Notices  served  under  the — Informal  Statutory 

Public  Health  Act,  1936  . . . . 81  . . 11 

Housing  Act,  1936  . . . . . . 5 . . 12 

Milk  and  Dairies  Order,  1926  . . 1 . . 1 

Water  Act,  1945  2 . . 2 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938  . . . . 1 . . — 
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Tabular  Statement  of  Inspections — 

Ashplaces  and  Ashbins  . . . . . . . . 13 

Ambulance  Service  . . . . . . . . . . 20 

Buildings  : In  course  of  erection  . . . . . . 1019 

Sites  . . . . . . . . . . 347 

Foundations  . . . . . . . . 75 

Special  Visits  . . . . . . . . 22 

Completed  Houses  . . . . . . 40 

Completed  other  than  Houses  . . 10 

Building  Licences  . . . . . . . . . . 539 

Contraventions  of  Building  Byelaws  . . . . 20 

Cesspools  and  Sewage  Tanks  . . . . . . 21 

Cellulose  stores  . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Closets  : Pail  . . . . . . . . . . 22 

Privy  . . . . . . . . . . 31 

Water  . . . . . . . . . . 3 

Complaints  . . . . . . . . . . . . 226 

Council  Houses  and  Property  . . . . . . 292 

Cowsheds  . . . . . . . . . . . . 69 

Dairies,  Milkshops  and  Milk  Stores  . . . . 66 

Drains  : Inspected  . . . . . . . . . . 236 

Tested  . . . . . . . . . . 183 

Dykes  and  Watercourses  . . . . . . . . 203 

Dangerous  Structures  . . . . . . . . 18 

Defects  found  . . . . . . . . . . 8 

Factories  . . . . . . . . . . . . 12 

Food  Premises  : Bakehouses  . . . . . . 3 

Butchers’  Shops  . . . . . . 1 

Fish  Shops  . . . . . . 1 

Grocers’  Shops  . . . . . . 2 

Ice-cream  Premises  . . . . 2 

Other  Food  Premises  . . . . 1 

Slaughterhouses  . . . . . . 29 

Food  Inspections  : Meat  . . . . . . . . 75 

Other  Foods  . . . . . . 5 

Housing  : Houses  Repairable  . . . . . . 56 

Houses  not  Repairable  . . . . 17 

Overcrowding  . . . . . . . . 1 

Requisitioning  . . . . . . . . 40 

Infectious  Disease  Investigation  . . . . . . 77 

Land  Surveys  . . . . . . . . . . 83 

Meetings,  Interviews  and  Miscellaneous  Visits  . . 545 

Nuisances  found  . . . . . . . . . . 88 

Offensive  Trade  Premises  . . . . . . . . 71 

Outworkers  . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 

Petroleum  Stores  . . . . . . . . . . 37 

Post-War  Housing  . . . . . . . . . . 294 

Prosecutions  . . . . . . . . . . 7 

Rats  and  Mice  Destruction  , . . . . . 9 
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Refuse  and  Salvage  Collection 

156 

Reinspections  : Housing 

64 

Nuisances 

79 

Infectious  Disease 

2 

Verminous  Premises 

1 

Rights  of  way  and  footpaths 

8 

Rural  Housing  Survey 

. . 1708 

Samples  : Milk 

10 

Water 

34 

Effluent  . . 

3 

Schools 

5 

Street  naming 

17 

Streets,  Roads,  Courts 

43 

Sewage  Disposal  and  Sewerage  Works 

119 

Sewers 

158 

Tips 

61 

Temporary  Dwellings 

63 

Temporary  Buildings 

85 

Town  Planning 

14 

Verminous  Premises 

17 

Water  Supplies,  Wells,  Pumps,  etc. 

180 

Total 

. . 7772 

Shops  and  Offices. 

No  action  has  been  taken  with  regard  to  shops  and  ofhces 
under  the  provisions  of  either  the  Shops  Act,  1934,  or  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1936.  No  complaints  have  been  received. 

Smoke  Abatement. 

There  has  been  no  complaint  or  cause  for  action  with  regard 
to  the  abatement  of  smoke  nuisances. 

Factories. 

There  are  28  premises  scheduled  as  factories  on  the  Factories 
Register.  25  of  these  are  where  mechanical  power  is  used  and  3 
where  there  is  no  mechanical  power.  As  the  Council  will  be  aware, 
we  are  responsible  for  administering  the  provisions  of  Section  7 
of  the  Factories  Act,  1937,  for  all  factories,  and  the  provisions  of 
Sections  1,  2,  3,  4 and  6 in  respect  of  those  factories  in  which 
mechanical  power  is  not  used.  The  Council  also  administer  the 
provisions  of  Part  VIII.  of  the  Act  relating  to  outworkers.  12 
visits  were  made  in  connection  with  factories  during  the  year  and 
five  in  connection  with  outworkers.  There  are  four  persons 
registered  as  outworkers  in  the  district. 

Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs. 

Three  cases  of  infestation  of  property  by  bugs  were  found 
during  the  year.  One  of  these  properties,  a central  property  in  a 
block,  had  affected  the  houses  on  either  side.  The  properties 
were  evacuated  and  the  infestation  dealt  with  by  hydrogen 
cyanide  fumigation. 
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Schools. 

Set  out  below  is  a table  showing  the  schools  which  serve  the 
district,  together  with  the  numbers  of  pupils  and  the  sanitary 
arrangements.  Water  closets  have  been  provided  at  all  schools 
capable  of  connection  to  the  Council’s  sewers,  and  piped  water  is 
available  at  all  schools  within  the  area  of  supply. 


School 

Situation 

No.  of 
Pupils 

Sanitary 

Accommoda- 

tion 

Water 

Supply 

Canon  A.  R.  Lee 
Modern 

Rawcliffe  Lane, 

244 

Water-closets 

York  Water 

Clifton  Jun.  School 

Clifton  Without 
do. 

472 

Lav.  basins 
do. 

works  Co. 
do. 

C.  of  E.  School, 

Village  Street, 

36 

Pail  closets 

Malton 

Flaxton 

Flaxton 

Lav.  basins 

mains 

Harton  School 

Village  Street 

26 

Pail  closets 

Shallow 

Haxby  School 

Harton 

Village  Street 

94 

Wash-bowls 

Water-closets 

well 

York  Water 

Huntington  School 

Haxby 

Strensall  Road 

117 

Lav.  basins 
do. 

works  Co. 
do. 

J.R.V.T.  Sen.  Sch. . . 

New  Earswick 

389 

do. 

do. 

J.R.V.T.  Jim.  Sch..  . 

New  Earswick 

274 

do. 

do. 

Osbaldwick  School . . 

Osbaldwick 

75 

do. 

do. 

Sand  Hutton  Sch.  . . 

Sand  Hutton 

53 

Pail  closets 

Shallow 

Skelton  School 

Skelton 

27 

Wash-bowls 

Water-closets 

well 

A"ork  Water 

Stockton-on-Forest 

Village  Street 

48 

Lav.  basins 
Privy 

works  Co. 
do. 

School 

Strensall  School 

Strensall 

112 

Lav.  basins 
Water-closets 

do. 

Warthill  School 

Warthill 

25 

Lav.  basins 
Pail  closets 

Shallow 

Wigginton  School  . . 

Mill  Lane 

33 

Wash-bowls 
Pail  closets 

well 

York  Water 

Lav.  basins 

works  Co. 

HOUSING. 

Statistics  as  to  action  under  the  Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts 
are  as  follows  : — 

1.  Inspection  of  dwelling-houses  during  the  year — 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  houses  inspected  for  defects 

under  the  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts  . . 73 

(h)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  . . 137 

(c)  Total  number  of  houses  inspected  under  the 

Rural  Housing  Survey  . . . . . . . . 1525 

{d)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  . . 1708 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  included  in  (1)  above 

which  were  inspected  and  recorded  under  the 
Housing  (Consolidated)  Regulations,  1925  and 

1932  — 

(h)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  . . — ■ 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so 

dangerous  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human 
habitation  . , . . . . . . . . . . 7 
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(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 
referred  to  in  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not 
to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation  . . . . . . . . . . . . 64 

2.  Remedy  of  Defects  without  service  of  Formal 
Notices — 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence 
of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or  by  their 
Officers  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 53 


3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers — 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwellings  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  repairs.  . . . . . 5 

(2)  Number  of  dwellings  which  were  rendered  fit 

after  service  of  Formal  Notices — 

(a)  By  Owners  . . . . . . . . 5 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  — 
(h)  Proceedings  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwellings  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  48 

(2)  Number  of  dwellings  in  respect  of  which  defects 

were  remedied  after  service  of  Formal  Notices: 

(a)  By  Owners  . . . . . . . . 41 

(h)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  1 

(c)  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1936  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  . . . . 7 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pur- 

suance of  Demolition  Orders  . . . . . . 1 

(d)  Proceedings  under  Section  13  of  the  Housing  Act, 

1936  : 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
made  . . . . . . . . . . . . nil 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
determined,  the  tenement  or  room  having 
been  rendered  fit  . . . . . . . . nil 


4.  Housing  Act,  1936 — Part  IV. — Overcrowding. 

{a)  (i)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end 

of  the  year  . . . . . . . . L No 

(ii)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  . . record 

(hi)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  . . 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported  1 No 
during  the  year  . . . . . . . . j record 
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(c)  (i)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved 

during  the  year  ...  . . . . . . 34 

(ii)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  . . 118 

(d)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling-houses 

have  again  become  overcrowded  after  the  Local 
Authority  had  taken  steps  to  abate  the  over- 
crowding . . . . . . . . . . . . nil 

(e)  Any  other  particulars  with  respect  to  overcrowding 

which  it  is  considered  desirable  to  report  . . nil 

The  inspections  made  under  the  Rural  Housing  Survey  rep 
resent  a preliminary  survey.  Each  house  has  been  inspected  but 
not  completely  recorded  in  detail. 

Rural  Housing  Survey. 

The  year  1947  has  seen  the  completion  of  the  Survey  requested 
by  the  Ministry  of  Health  as  to  the  condition  of  housing  in  rural 
districts.  A table  is  set  out  below  which  shows  the  total  number 
of  properties  dealt  with  and  the  classification  in  the  categories 
fixed  by  the  Ministry.  It  will  be  understood  by  the  Council  that 
a detailed  survey  involves  the  measurement  of  all  rooms,  but  this 
has  not  been  carried  out  in  the  work  completed.  This  means 
continuing  for  some  time  to  come  with  a detailed  check  to  present 
a fully  comprehensive  record  of  each  house.  It  has  always  been 
against  my  policy  to  duplicate  inspections  of  this  kind,  but  the 
Ministry  placed  a time  limit  upon  the  preparation  of  these  reports 
by  Rural  District  Councils  of  one  year  from  the  termination  of 
hostilities.  The  information,  it  is  presumed,  was  required  by  the 
Government  to  enable  them  to  assess  the  general  condition  of 
properties  in  rural  areas  and  the  magnitude  of  the  problem  on  the 
basis  of  houses  which  could  under  no  circumstances  be  repaired, 
houses  which  required  very  extensive  works  to  make  them  reason- 
ably habitable,  and  houses  which  required  minor  repairs.  The 
need  of  this  information  by  the  central  Government  is  to  enable 
them  to  assess  the  requirements  and  commitments  likely  to  face 
the  building  trade  in  the  post-war  years.  Undue  delay  in  sub- 
mitting this  information  would,  no  doubt,  defeat  the  object. 

The  Survey  which  has  been  carried  out  has  been  sufficient  to 
enable  these  details  to  be  prepared  and  forwarded,  and  without 
the  employment  of  appreciable  additional  staff  it  would  not  have 
been  possible  to  prepare  a comprehensive  statement  of  each 
property  within  a reasonable  period  of  time.  The  table  shows 
that  whilst  an  appreciable  number  of  houses  are  not  repairable 
and  a substantial  number  require  extensive  repairs  or  improve- 
ments, conditions  are  not  quite  so  bad  in  your  Council’s  area  as  is 
the  case  in  many  other  local  authorities’  ffistricts.  This  is  due  in 
a great  measure  to  the  fact  that  the  period  between  the  wars  was 
a period  in  which  a tremendous  number  of  new  houses  were 
erected,  which  properties  are  naturally  still  in  good  condition. 
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The  great  need  in  your  area,  as  in  my  opinion  is  the  case  in 
all  areas,  is  for  the  provision  of  new  houses  to  enable  those  persons 
without  a home  of  their  own  to  have  one  made  available  to  them 
at  the  earliest  possible  moment.  This,  in  my  view,  is  the  first 
and  all-important  priority.  Secondly,  it  would  seem  to  me  that 
there  should  be  proceeding  contemporaneously  with  new  housing 
the  carrying  out  of  essential  repairs  to  maintain  existing  houses  in 
a reasonable  state  of  habitation.  Thirdly,  the  re-housing  of 
persons  occupying  those  properties  which  were  condemned  before 
the  war  and  those  which,  under  the  Survey,  have  been  placed  in 
Category  5 as  not  capable  of  repair  and  likely  to  become  the  subject 
of  a Demolition  Order.  Fourthly,  and  lastly  in  my  view,  should 
be  the  improvement  of  existing  property. 

Much  has  been  said  upon  the  subject  of  the  re-introduction 
of  the  Housing  (Rural  Workers)  Act,  under  which  Act  properties 
suitable  for  occupation  by  agricultural  workers  or  persons  of 
substantially  similar  economic  circumstances  should  be  improved 
and  brought  into  sound  condition,  the  emphasis  being  upon 
improvement  rather  than  normal  repair,  under  a scheme  of  grants 
or  loans.  I have  consistently  opposed  this  view.  Many  arguments 
have  been  put  forward  as  to  why  this  Act  should  be  re-introduced, 
but  my  own  view  is,  as  I have  stated  above,  that  improvements 
should  come  low  in  the  categories  of  work  which  will  draw  upon 
the  limited  labour  force  and  building  materials  available.  A very 
strongly  stressed  argument  has  been  that  the  smaller  builders  in 
rural  areas  are  ideally  suited  to  this  work  and  totally  unsuited  to 
the  building  of  new  houses.  I have  always  agreed  with  the  former 
view,  but  cannot  subscribe  to  the  latter.  Examples  are  many  in 
your  own  area  which  prove  that  these  small  builders  can  build 
new  houses  in  as  efficient  and  satisfactory  manner  as  the  largest 
contractors. 

Summary  of  Rural  Housing  Survey. 


Category 

1 — Satisfactory  in  all  respects  . . 

1547  houses 

) ) 

2 — Minor  defects  to  make  good 

1492  „ 

y y 

3 — Houses  requiring  repair  or  improve- 

ment 

749  „ 

y y 

4 — Houses  requiring  re-conditioning  . . 

160  „ ^ 

y y 

5 — Houses  not  capable  of  repair 

302  „ 

* Properties  in  Category  4 are  also  included  in  Categories  2 and  3. 
Total  properties  inspected  and  scheduled  . . 4090  houses 


Repair  of  Houses. 

Consideration  has  been  given  to  the  very  difficult  problem  of 
keeping  in  good  repair  houses  let  at  very  low  rents,  in  view  of 
the  operation  of  the  Rent  Restrictions  Act.  Unless  this  Act  is 
amended  1 can  see  only  one  solution  to  the  problem,  which  the 
Council  have  already  tentatively  considered,  namely,  that  of 


35 


purchasing  such  houses  and  the  Council  themselves  bringing  them 
up  to  a state  of  habitation  fit  for  continued  occupation.  The  time 
has  come,  in  my  view,  when  condemned  houses  should  now  be 
steadily  vacated  and  removed,  and  I feel  that  the  Council  may, 
after  mature  consideration,  agree  that  this  should  be  done. 

The  Council’s  programme  for  the  erection  of  houses  is  com- 
mented upon  very  fully  below.  A statistical  record  of  the  progress 
is  given  and  the  only  comment  I feel  might  be  made  on  this  aspect 
of  housing  is  that  your  Council  by  their  perseverance  and  energy 
have  made  progress  of  which  they  need  not  be  ashamed. 

Post-War  Housing  Programme. 

The  housing  programme  has  not  progressed  quite  as  quickly 
as  the  Council  had  hoped,  due  principally  to  the  very  severe 
winter  and  the  subsequent  flooding  which  occurred  in  the  first 
few  months  of  the  year,  making  access  to  the  sites  almost  impossible 
and  to  the  difficulty  in  obtaining  materials  and  labour.  Progress, 
if  slow,  has  been  made.  The  installation  of  the  roads  and  sewers 
on  the  North  Moor  Estate  at  Huntington  and  the  Meadowside 
Estate  at  Strensall  was  completed  and  work  was  progressing  on 
the  Calf  Close  Estate  at  Haxby.  32  permanent  houses  were  com- 
pleted during  the  year  and  the  building  formerly  used  by  the 
National  Fire  Service  at  Huntington  was  converted  into  two 
temporary  bungalows.  More  detailed  figures  are  as  follows  : — 

Airey  Rural  Houses. 

A start  had  been  made  at  the  end  of  1946  on  the  erection  of 
the  first  8 houses  of  the  32  Airey  Rural  houses  accepted  by  the 
Council.  The  anticipated  speedy  erection  of  these  houses,  which 
was  the  main  reason  for  their  acceptance  by  the  Council,  did  not 
materialise  and  it  was  found  that  traditional  brick-built  houses 
were  being  erected  much  faster.  In  view  of  this,  and  the  fact 
that  there  was  no  longer  a shortage  of  bricks,  the  Council  informed 
the  Ministry  of  Health  that  they  did  not  wish  to  take  up  the 
remainder  of  the  allocation  of  64  Airey  houses.  The  position  as 
at  the  31st  December,  1947,  was  : — 
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Permanent  Traditional  Housing. 


Architect’s  Contracts. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  contracts  had  been  let  for  26 
houses  on  the  Meadowside  Estate  at  Strensall  and  16  on  the  North 
Moor  Estate  at  Huntington.  Of  these  26  and  6 respectively  had 
been  commenced.  A further  contract  was  let  for  6 houses  on  the 
North  Moor  Estate.  Work  was  nearing  completion  on  the  first 
pair  of  houses  at  Golands  Cottages,  Haxby. 

Again  progress  on  these  contracts  was  extremely  slow  and 
the  only  houses  completed  during  the  year  were  the  pair  at  Golands 
Cottages,  Haxby.  In  spite  of  repeated  requests  by  the  Council 
and  by  the  Architects  no  real  effort  was  made  by  the  contractors 
to  give  speedy  completion.  It  was  a repetition  of  this  state  of 
affairs  throughout  the  country,  where  contractors  had  taken  on 
more  work  than  they  could  reasonably  cope  with,  that  caused 
the  Ministry  of  Health  to  suspend  the  allocation  of  further  houses 
to  local  authorities  until  the  ratio  of  completed  houses  to  houses 
in  course  of  erection  was  more  balanced. 

The  position  as  at  the  31st  December,  1947,  was  as  follows  : — 
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Erom  the  above  table  it  will  be  seen  that  2 houses  were  com- 
pleted during  the  year,  48  were  under  construction  and  4 were  not 
started  at  the  close  of  the  year. 


Circular  92/46  Contracts. 

As  the  Council  will  remember,  the  position  at  the  beginning 
of  the  year  was  that  several  small  building  contractors  had  under- 
taken to  erect  pairs  of  semi-detached  houses  of  the  type  with  which 
they  were  conversant,  on  the  Council’s  estates,  at  a price  per  super 
foot  authorised  by  the  Ministry  of  Health.  Contracts  were  let  as 
follows 
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Messrs.  A.  E.  Raine  & Co.  (York)  Ltd.  . . 2 houses  at  Huntington 


Messrs.  Sawdon  & Simpson 
Messrs.  Sawdon  & Simpson 
Mr.  R.  Todd,  Huntington 
Mr.  R.  Woodruffe  Holmes 


. . 6 houses  at  Huntington 
. . 6 houses  at  Skelton 
. . 6 houses  at  Huntington 
. . 4 houses  at  Huntington 


Of  these,  2 of  Raine’s,  6 of  Todd’s  and  6 of  Sawdon 
& Simpson’s  at  Skelton  had  been  commenced. 


A further  6 houses  were  allocated  to  Messrs.  Raine  & Co.,  4 
to  Mr.  Todd  and  10  to  Sawdon  & Simpson,  all  at  Huntington, 
during  the  year. 

It  was  found  that  these  smaller  firms  appreciated  the  Council’s 
housing  difficulties  and  were  ready  and  willing  to  co-operate  to  the 
full  in  erecting  and  completing  houses  as  quickly  as  they  possibly 
could.  The  houses  that  they  completed  to  a large  extent  filled 
the  gap  until  the  larger  firms  slowly  completed  their  houses. 

The  table  below  shows  the  position  on  the  31st  December, 

1947 
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Of  the  44  houses  let  on  contract,  22  were  completed  and  22 
were  under  construction. 


Housing  Allocations. 

The  allocation  of  houses  to  key  workers  has  come  into  some 
prominence  during  the  year,  and  although  approbation  has  not 
been  unanimous,  your  Council  have  met  the  spirit  of  the  Govern- 
ment’s intentions  in  accepting  in  principle  the  policy  of  giving 
priority  to  agricultural  workers,  first  where  additional  workers 
are  required  to  enable  land  to  be  adequately  cultivated,  and 
secondly  where  agricultural  workers  by  reason  of  their  existing 
housing  conditions  are  likely  to  leave  the  land  for  better  con- 
ditions elsewhere.  The  Council  did  express  the  view  that  the 
latter  category  were  being  equitably  and  fairly  dealt  with  under 


38 


the  Points  Priority  Scheme  which  has  been  operated  since  the  new 
housing  programme  commenced,  and  I think  that  was  fair  com- 
ment upon  that  aspect  of  the  position.  The  Councihs  willingness 
to  approach  this  latter  section  of  agricultural  workers  with  an 
open  mind,  if  I may  be  permitted  to  suggest  it,  reflects  credit 
upon  your  handling  of  this  rather  difficult  and  debatable  problem. 

The  Points  Priority  Scheme  I think  can  rightly  be  said  to  have 
operated  very  successfully  in  its  primary  object  of  ensuring  that 
houses  were  allocated  in  strict  order  of  hardship  being  suffered  and 
endured.  Looking  back  on  the  allocations  that  have  so  far  taken 
place,  it  does  not  seem  to  leave  much  ground  for  criticism  in  its 
application.  I feel  that  the  Council  should  take  to  themselves 
great  credit  for  such  success  as  has  attended  these  arrangements. 
Your  members  have  faithfully  followed  the  scheme  and  have 
always  refrained  from  bringing  undue  pressure  to  bear  on  par- 
ticular cases  which  may  have  been  known  to  them,  which,  in  my 
opinion,  is  a failing  of  so  many  well-intentioned  schemes  of  points 
priority  allocation  of  houses. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  1947  the  Council’s  housing  list 
contained  the  names  of  576  applicants.  During  the  year  the  list 
was  carefully  overhauled.  194  new  applications  were  received, 
396  were  either  withdrawn  or  were  from  persons  neither  resident 
nor  working  in  the  district,  and  34  persons  were  re-housed.  The 
actual  number  of  ''  live  ” applicants  on  the  list  on  the  31st  Decem- 
ber, 1947,  was,  therefore,  340. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

Milk  Supply. 

The  supervision  of  milk  supplies  has  continued  during  the 
year.  I feel  it  proper,  however,  to  repeat  that  it  is  very  difficult 
to  achieve  any  enthusiasm  for  this  apsect  of  our  work  in  view  of 
that  unfortunate  piece  of  legislation  which  transfers  the  res- 
ponsibilities from  local  authorities  to  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture 
and  Fisheries.  It  is,  however,  very  essential  that  this  important 
matter  should  receive  the  care  and  attention  it  deserves,  and  in 
view  of  the  delay  on  the  part  of  the  Minister  in  fixing  the  appointed 
day  for  the  change-over  in  administration  of  the  various  Acts 
and  Regulations  relating  to  milk  supplies,  it  would  seem  necessary 
for  local  authorities  to  proceed  as  energetically  as  they  possibly 
can  to  attain  that  high  standard  of  production,  handling  and  qual- 
ity which  it  has  been  their  aim  for  so  many  years,  even  in  face  of 
the  serious  legal  handicaps  which  have  been  placed  upon  them 
and  which  the  Government  have  constantly  avoided  removing. 

Set  out  below  are  figures  as  to  premises,  producers,  etc.  : — 
Milk  producing  premises  . . . . . . . . . . . . 184 

Retail  purveyors  (including  producer-retailers)  . . . . 89 

Number  of  inspections  made  . . . . . . . . . . 135 
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Licences  issued  under  Milk  (Special  Designations)  Regulations  ; — 

Dealer’s  licence  to  retail  ''  Accredited  ” milk  . . . . 1 

Dealer’s  licence  to  retail  “ Pasteurised  ” milk  . . . . 7 

Dealer’s  licence  to  retail  ‘‘  T.T.”  milk  . . . . . . 6 

Producers  of  “ Accredited  ” milk  . . . . . . . . 8 

Producers  of  ''  T.T.”  milk  . . . . . . . . . . 5 

Producers  of  ” Pasteurised  ” milk  (in  respect  of  premises 
and  plant)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Samples  of  milk  taken  . . . . . . . . . . 22 

Meat  and  other  Foods. 

Meat  inspection  in  the  area  is  limited  to  the  inspection  of 
carcases  of  emergency  slaughtered  animals  in  the  slaughterhouses 
attached  to  the  two  licensed  knacker’s  yards.  Conditions  existing 
at  both  slaughterhouses  and  knacker’s  yards  were  good,  and 
regular  inspections  were  made  to  both  premises. 

A small  quantity  of  other  food  was  inspected  and  it  was 
necessary  to  condemn  most.  The  bulk  of  this  food  was  rendered 
unfit  by  the  effects  of  the  flooding  which  took  place  in  the  early 
part  of  the  year  and  which  is  referred  to  elsewhere  in  the  Report. 

Following  is  a list  of  the  meat  and  other  foods  condemned 
during  the  year  : — 

Meat — carcases  and  organs — beasts 
do.  sheep 

do.  pigs 

Tea  . . 

Eggs  

Tins  of  milk 
Pate  de  foie  gras  . . 

Table  of  Licences  Issued. 

Licensed  slaughterhouses 
Licensed  knacker’s  yards 
Licensed  slaughtermen 

BUILDING. 

Erection  of  New  Buildings. 

During  the  year  plans  were  deposited  for  many  new  buildings. 
190  plans  were  deposited,  20  of  these  being  in  respect  of  the 
erection  of  104  dwelling-houses,  and  the  remainder  for  buildings 
other  than  dwelling-houses.  The  inspection  of  sites  and  the 
checking  of  buildings  in  course  of  erection  and  upon  completion 
the  testing  of  drains,  inspection  of  foundations,  D.P.C.,  etc.,  in- 
volves an  appreciable  amount  of  time,  although  the  development 
taking  place  in  these  days  of  licensing  and  restrictions  does  not 
compare  with  the  normal  development  of  post-war  years.  The 
visits  paid  were  principally  to  houses  being  erected  for  the  Council. 


12,458  lbs. 
230  lbs. 
180  lbs. 
238  lbs. 
1 doz. 
1 

3 lbs. 


2 

2 

6 
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Town  Planning. 

The  proposals  outlined  in  the  new  Town  and  Country  Planning 
Act  are  more  far-reaching  than  anything  yet  attempted  under  this 
very  important  heading.  It  is  not  possible  at  this  stage  to  grasp 
all  the  implications  of  this  piece  of  legislation.  The  proposed 
unification  of  administration  under  County  Authorities  is  no 
doubt  sound  in  so  far  as  it  will  help  to  achieve  uniformity  of  action 
and  procedure.  The  fullest  benefits  will,  I feel  sure,  never  be 
achieved  from  Town  Planning  unless  the  scheme  is  sufficiently 
de-centralised  to  make  the  fullest  possible  use  of  local  knowledge 
and  experience  and  the  undoubted  advantages  which  can  be 
obtained  by  close  contact,  ease  of  discussion  and  site  inspection. 
It  is  important,  so  far  as  your  area  is  concerned,  that  we  should 
bring  about  control  of  the  planning  of  the  area  by  one  body  and 
not  two  as  is  now  the  case.  Whether  this  is  envisaged  in  the  new 
Act  is  not  quite  clear. 

I would  like  to  say  in  respect  of  Town  Planning  during  the 
year  that  we  have  had  the  fullest  assistance  and  co-operation  and 
the  most  happy  relations  with  the  officers  of  the  County  Joint 
Board  and  the  officers  of  the  City  Authority,  with  whom  your 
Council  form  a Joint  Planning  Authority. 

The  Council  will  recollect  that  during  the  year  under  review 
your  considered  view  that  the  establishment  of  the  trade  of  a fish 
fryer  in  an  area  zoned  as  residential  was  not  a suitable  proposal 
led  to  an  appeal  being  made  to  the  Minister  of  Town  and  Country 
Planning.  This  resulted  in  your  authority’s  decision  being  upheld. 

It  would  seem  possible  under  the  new  Act  that,  whilst  for  a 
very  large  part  of  your  area  (at  least  large  in  population)  you  are 
now  the  statutory  Planning  Authority,  you  will  cease  to  be  so  when 
the  Act  comes  into  force. 

Building  Licensing. 

Work  connected  with  the  issue  and  control  of  building  licences 
and  priority  certificates  for  materials  has  been  very  heavy.  Your 
efforts  in  this  direction  have  been  commended  at  the  Zonal  Con- 
ferences held  by  representatives  of  the  various  Government 
Departments.  The  Council  have  drawn  attention  to  many 
contraventions  of  the  Regulations  in  force  and  warnings  have  been 
given.  It  was  thought  necessary  to  take  legal  proceedings  in 
one  case  which  appeared  to  be  a flagrant  breach  of  the  Regulations. 
A conviction  was  secured  in  this  instance  and  a fine  of  £50  imposed. 
The  responsibility  of  taking  legal  proceedings  was  only  placed 
upon  the  Council  during  the  year  under  review.  Previously  the 
responsibility  rested  with  the  Ministry  of  Works. 

During  the  year  building  licence  applications  were  received 
to  the  number  of  536,  and  425  licences  were  issued  in  consequence. 
The  value  of  the  work  licensed  amounted  to  £40,469.  The  total 
number  of  visits  necessitated  by  these  applications  was  539. 
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Prosecutions. 

The  Council  were  reluctantly  compelled  to  take  legal  action 
against  several  persons  for  contraventions  of,  or  non-compliance 
with,  the  Streets  and  Building  Byelaws,  the  Public  Health  Act  and 
the  Defence  Regulations.  Prosecutions  were  as  follows  : — 

1.  — H.  Williamson. 

Contravention  of  Defence  Regulations  in  that  work  was  carried 
out  without  a building  licence  at  Church  View,  Stockton-on- 
Forest.  Fined  £50,  including  costs. 

2.  — Miss  C.  M.  E.  Place. 

Non-compliance  with  Statutory  Notice  under  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1936,  requesting  repairs  to  Grange  Cottage, 
Skelton.  Nuisance  Order  made  and  costs  to  pay. 

3.  — Mrs.  O.  Simpson,  Mr.  G.  M.  Moyser,  Mr.  G.  E.  Moyser  and 

Messrs.  E.  Close  & Partners. 

Non-compliance  with  Statutory  Orders  under  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1936,  requesting  cutting  off  of  cesspool  overflows 
causing  pollution  of  watercourse.  Nuisance  Orders  made. 
Eines  of  5/-  each  and  10/6  costs. 

4.  — B.  Tapsell. 

Contravention  of  Housing  Act,  1936,  by  permitting  occupation 
of  condemned  property  known  as  Littlecote,  Strensall  Road, 
Earswick.  Eined  £5  and  property  to  be  vacated  within  three 
months. 

5.  — Mrs.  A.  Mills. 

Non-compliance  with  Statutory  Notice  under  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1936,  requesting  repairs  to  be  carried  out  to  South 
View,  Elaxton,  to  make  the  dwelling-house  fit  for  human 
habitation.  Nuisance  Order  made  and  4/-  costs  to  pay. 

6.  — F.  Hardcastle. 

Non-compliance  with  Statutory  Notice  under  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1936,  by  failing  to  cease  pollution  of  watercourse 
by  sewage  from  piggeries,  Clifton  Without.  Nuisance  Order 
made  and  25/-  fine  and  costs. 

7.  — B.  A.  Ryan. 

Contravention  of  Councihs  Streets  and  Buildings  Byelaws  by 
erection  of  buildings  without  plans  being  approved,  at  North 
Lane,  Huntington.  Fined  25/-. 


I 


{ 


4 X'  ^ ^ 'r'  ■ v.  '■  X-;?  • ‘ ' V -X i*-' X-Ai:.  — f ,:  7.  .'  ’ X : . .■.'  .;  “-  ■ ' :Vv  , 

-r-S.^ii.r-  ;■'  •.■>  ,•,  ‘-y.-i  --;.  ,r.. ■ . , , , --  ' - ^ x-  'I.  ••  v.,  -v  - vf :».)  • J’-^'.-,'.  '^'  '* -x'..vfi' ^ V,-‘i';  / • •■■  v - v.  , v • ?. . ,-<■'.  ‘-i.  ' .;■.  • 

f ''  i-  |»  4k  ‘ •>  ^ 3 


r'  y4dr;::.m-d,r,--y  . 


-sX4-ri'-v-> ■-■:  -'ig  .''fc'-  ‘srO:,' ■ '':'»:-.:i’" 
■■'  .i'i'  a- 

-I'  4-:‘/:r‘'v' .'v 


yddyAi‘XMidydfsfiy->  y;r::M 

4.  4.: " :4'- '’k 4’ 

'-•  ‘ 'y'  y.i'.c^:  ■•' xyi-..  ■•'  • %•  -jv,  y.  •{■  ■,d’i »x.-- y\.'<*--f.  . :'.  ■.*--’'^--_c- v-.  -'‘/r,  • 


'.  t"' -V^-'  •’’■■'• ' ' i'  /'  '*  -. ■'.'.iT'  ■ 4.-;  ■■-'■,f'-'  - -'^  .'•  V' 


